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Norway



Hierarchy of building regulations

Building act

Guidelines to the 
Building Reg.

 

(Local rules)

Standards 
(NS, EN, ISO)

Building Research 
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Building Regulations
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Regulatory system - levels

Level 1 - building code
functional requirements

Level 2 - guide lines
performance criteria

Level 3 - specifications (standards etc)
accept criteria



Architectural Planning

Building Details

Building Management and 

Maintenance

Building Research Design Sheets

Subseries



Building Research Design Sheets -

Tool for quality management

� BRDS satisfy the building regulations (functional 
requirements)

� BRDS have references to the building regulations

� The Guidelines for the Building Regulations give 
references to the BRDS

� BRDS are coordinated with the Norwegian standards

� BRDS give acceptable solutions
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The vision 

Building defects accounts 
for 2.5% of the annual 
turnover of the construction 
industry

More stringent rules setting 
out clear levels of liability, 
improved control, 
qualifications and more 
effective sanctions shall result 
in improved quality of the built 
environment 
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Local authority tasks  

• To ascertain that the actors 
have adequate competence

• To ensure that that the 
planning of and the execution 
of control is adequate

• To participate in the preliminary 
conference as required
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Documentation of compliance with the code 

Tekst

Preliminary conference
 Current regulations

concept

Control

Design

Framework permit
Solution

Control

Control

Execution

Solution
Building 
permit

 Final works 
 «as built»
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New areas of liability 

executionDesign /application completion

Accountable applicant Accountable coordinator

Accountable contractor

Accountable designer

Accountable designer

Accountable designer

Accountable contractor

Accountable contractor

All accountable parties

     Control
    Internal/
   independent

     Control
    Internal/
   independent

     Control
    Internal/
   independent



16

Classification of works 

      Class 1
 simple works with  
minor consequences

      Class 2
small degree of difficulty and 
medium consequences

medium degree of difficulty 
and minor to medium 
consequences

      Class 3
medium degree of difficulty 
and serious consequences

large degree of difficulty and 
minor, medium or large 
consequences
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Control plans

Tekst

      Internal control /independent control

Control plan 
for design

Building program/design

CompletionBuilding permitFramework permit

Control plan 
for execution
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Conditions for approval of firms

registered company

educational level of staff

experience

knowledge of the planning anbuilding act

quality system
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Where to place the quality bar
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The vision

� All information necessary to submit a complete 

application for building permit shall be available 

on internet

� Applications may be sent, fees may be paid and 

permits may be received by internet

� Status and progress in passing the plans may be 

monitored  by internet
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Application
hotel

•standard base 
necessary

information
•Local authority

status

Application
on

Internet

Company
system 

Project
hotel

Local
Authority
passing
permit

StatisticalPlanning NOBTA

LA.by-laws
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